[This concerns a Bll of Advocation, herewith given in.] 
+; = January 17. 1759. 


MEMORIAL for Robert Dundas of Arnifton, 


Eſq; Lord Advocate, Margaret Lady Blantyr 

Dame Margaret Hamilton, Lad y Jeon and Mar. 
garet Leſflies, Mr Jobn Swinton junior, Advocate, 
and others, the Proprietors or Inhabitants of — 
within or near Carrubber's Cloſe, 
who were in imminent Danger of ſuffering by che 
late Fire. 
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vocation herewith given in, hah appointed both 
« Parties to and make out Memorials in this 
to put them in the Lords Boxes;” with 
2 View, no doubt, anke, then the Ovart ny conditer wh 


11 Whether the M 
Tonen in Caſes of great 
And Artificers in the Manner of 
= "Ine Uſe w which theſe Walk kaufe tre put, when but; 
_ = _ 2d, Whether there is not to be 
Mr Rec to build a Work-houſe, 
iu to makeuſccfitin the Manner of the laſt, ſuch 
Fire to the Memorialifts, and, by 


to the whole 


City, as does ſufficiently require and warrant the Dean of Guild 
and is Count imerpoſ ad prveat fuch Danger? 
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to the firff of them, concerning the Power of the Magiſtrates 
d Gull OO =P ſuffice. 

The Memorialiſts apprehend it to be a fixed Principle equally 
of Law and of Reaſon, That, in every Society and incorporated 
Body of Men, the Preſervation of the affociated Body muſt be 
paramount and ſuperior to the ſeparate Utilities of any of the 
Members. And, zdhy, That, in every ſuch Aſſociation, there 
muſt be lodged ſomewhere, a Power of taking proper Meaſures 
for the Preſervation of the whole, although theſe Meaſures ſhould 
reſtrain Individuals from fo free an Uſe of their Property as they 
would. have in cafe no ſuch Aſſociation ſubſiſted. Theſe Prin- 


But, i 
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K Boroughs-R are lefſer Communities within the 


and they muſt lie in the Hands of the Magi 


removed a Fencin 


fo limited Individuals in the Uſe of 
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the Dean of Guild, upon Petition 
in his Neigh 


any other Acts are declaratory of the > 
Dean of Guild's Office, and give the Magiſtrates 
ticular Directions and Powers in the 
And though none of them relate to 
Lordſhips Confideration, yet, by 
Dean of Guild's Office, they plainly 
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——— you refuſed the Rll Another Inſtance was ſo late as 


0 — Defenders Landlord, and is ſet to the 


« for on his Trade, the 
- front as it does not appear, chat the mum 
„ betwixt the fad Tenements is any wiſe hurt 


: But found, that 
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"Snell of the aue ware 
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. « and an half, from South to North, on the A 
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© of the ſaid Warkbouſe in the Yard any 
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” the faid 
« a To-fall _ RE e 
« North, including the Thickneſs of the North 
« Walls, and fourteen Feet four Inches from 
<« including the Thickneſs of the Eaſt Wall; 
of Timber at the North Gavel of the 
A the Houſe and Te- fall to the 

tus Stories bigh at the North End of 

Yard and Workhouſe, ing of 


; 
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« the fai 


« ſaid Houle, all bounded, &c. as mentioned in the ; 


＋ „ ng akways, likeas it i provided and declared, 
" . ee end lowfal 8 he fect Willem Rench, 


to build in the ſaid Yard above diane any 
« bigher then the Dikes are at preſent, (which was then no 
higher than betwixt ſeven and eight Feet), or to raiſe the Roof 
be than it is at preſent ; 
mndoews to the North than 


% and that be ſhall ſirihe out no more 


arc of preſet in the ſaid Finſe, and which are at preſent, foul 


E chſe glaſed and ant or Janchioned; and that the Back- 
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the Shop be turned into an Window, and tirigſed and ftan- 


te door of 
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Memorialiſts Information, That for ſeveral Years paſt Mr Reach 


has kept in his Workhouſe a Kiln, in which he burnt Plaiſter 
for grinding of Glaſs. This Kiln was immediately under his 


| Shop, where he had great Quantities of Wood and Shavings ; 


Combuſtibles 


tices, but was not taken down. The Fact is, according to the 
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coming 

— ——C Top, and which has been 
_ obſerved frequently on Fire, gave many of the Memorialiſts, who 
are within Sight of this Workhouſe, and who feared the Con- 


nance ; ſed facies non una timoris : The Men running up and 


ere 


. 
Combuſtibles the moſt eaſily kindled. r 
Fire the whole Week through, Day Sundays not ex- 
NI the Fire; and his 
own Apprentices, and others, were often alarmed by Sparks 
from the Top of the Chimney-vent. On thoſe Occafions his 
Apprentices have gone to ſee whether the Shop was * 
Fire. . the I if neceſſary, will be able to 
theſe Sparks of Fire oftentimes 1 ag 


ſequence of the Spout falling down among his Combuſtibles af- 
„ - and Diſquict ; and their 
general Fears appear to have been too well 

It was upon Saturday the 12th of laſt, betwixt Nine 
and Ten in the Morning, that the Fire firſt appeared in Mr 
Reach's Workhouſe. The tity of Combuſtibles made it 
ſpread ſo faſt, that though divine Providence there was no 

Wind, yet was it y communicated to Foggo's Land 
on the . which it more ſeemed to devour, than 
to burn; fo rapid was the it made. The firſt Notice 


chat ſome had of it, who were not yet got out of Bed, was by 


the Flames breaking into their Bed-chambers. Then began the 
Confuſion. Fear and Conſternation were in every Counte- 


down, to fave themſelves, their Families, and Effects; the Wo- 
men and Children ſcreaming with Terror, lamenting and de- 


ſpairing: Some carrying out in Blankets their fick Relations, 


who were in Fevers, and other Diſeaſes: The Stairs and Paſſa- 
eople, and filled with Smoke: The Sick and 

ſticking there almoſt ſuffocated, under the Terror of be- 
ing burnt alive; and, in the mean time, bruiſed and trampled 
apen by others making their Eſcape, who no Regard to 
Age, Sex, or Condition. And ſuch were Effects of ex- 
treme Fear upon ſome, that they became ſtupid, and were un- 
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were above Two hundred other Families in the nei 
and Street, who had their Furniture to remove, Part 
that this Fire happened in the Day-6 = OO 
that this Fire happened in  Day-time, 
not a Breath of Wind : A ſingular 
Providence ! For what muft | been the. Caſe, this Fire 
1 time, of had there been any Wind from 
the eſt? In that Cafe, the 

have been the Deſtruction of this whole City. 


plainers in Danger 
* Ledige 


when there was 


not the leſs Effect, that this is not the only Inſtance where 
City has been in Danger from Fires in Wrights 
Year 1701, a Fire: broke out in a Wright's Shop on the North 
the Lawn-market : Aud although it began betwixt Nine 
and Ten in the Forenoon, ſeveral Perſons were burnt to 
Death in their Houſes, not Time to : fo violent 
were the Flames. And within theſe cight Years 
r other Wrights th 
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many more could be A of the great 
Fires in this Ci, which have been kindled in Wrights Shops. 


might 
the Com- 
will . 
made upon them. 14 
In the 
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Bot whatever the W 


tion of each of theſe Workhouſes. 


> even now exiſt, from being 
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So that there can remain little Doubt with your Lordſhips, u 
the ſecond Point Muri for your Conſideration, That a Wri 
Shop, ſo fituated as Mr Nench s, T it has 2 Kin in i, 
is ſuch an Nuiſance, and gives ſuch reaſonable A of 
Danger, as both warrants and requires the In of the 
Power of the to prevent bn being rebilie. It is the 
5 gd ire alone which makes the Magiſtrates, in all 
e 
the City, or where there are other Houſes con 
the Memorialiſts are not informed of any 


to confiſt wholly of two 
hy ar th Pad joined to one another. 
rights ſhall do in 2 


ge 
gulation, to remove all the Wrights Shops out of the City, which 


perhaps might require a Report of the Circumſtances and Situa- 


It is not even 22 


the removing a Wright's Shop actually ſtanding and made uſe 
where the Poſſeſſor 8 by removing might be confider- 


able ; but Queſtion is for preventing a Wright's 
Sep and We beate 9 _— 
again rebuilt, and again pofſefled as 
it was before, left the like fatal Accident ma again happen. 
Your Lordſhips will ſee from the Plan herewith produced, that 
it s in Contact with the Tenements which were bu burnt down ; 


that 
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otherwite, 


x ſupports it, as adding to 


ſo that there is leſs Dan 


has no Houſes to the North or 


rather 


which is above 100 Feet North 


But ſu it were 
ae 


Workhouſe read 


amy other. ( 


his Anſwers to the Bill of Allvocation concern- 


of Mr Butter's, than from 
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in ſeveral hundred Yards, and is only touched on the 


Mr Butter's own Houſe ; 
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is Shop 
1 Town. 
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' tothe-former Uſe, or to 
les chan if this were a 


